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We believe in the “Blue Mind Theory” —
that being on, under, or near the water
positively affects our wellbeing.

The ocean provides boundless opportunities for adventure and recreational
activities. Yet sadly, many of those activities have the potential to negatively
affect the state of the marine environment due to pollution and human impact.

- 2 ; : ! Boaters are in a unique position to be ambassadors of the ocean. Through
= : : g .; g TR making smart, sustainable choices and creating good boating habits, the boating
- ; il - e community has an important role to play by helping to protect, preserve and
enhance the ocean, its ecosystems and its wildlife.

Here on the Great Barrier Reef, we are home to one of the most diverse,
complex and magnificent natural ecosystems in the world, where the range of
aquatic experiences offered are simply unrivalled, and we hope will be enjoyed
for generations to come.

= = - i - This guide has been designed as a resource for tips, tricks, and ‘Better Boating’
" e A : : practices for a ‘greener’ recreational boating experience.

Hoid the Copal (ea %ﬁw(eﬂy

Coral Sea Academy, Coral Sea Marina Resort’s EduTourism platform, is designed
to educate guests, locals and visitors to the Whitsundays about the marine
environment, the Great Barrier Reef, better boating practices and sustainability.

. : o — - r i e g 4 Through sharing engaging content and providing opportunities to consciously
(ﬁ/ MM% %& &MV(W%W( : o O sl Z --___-'_.-j;.:' - connect people to boating, the environment and themselves, the Coral Sea
: ﬁ; _T_:_ 2 - s 5 W 3 ‘-'. e R »

: Academy aims to take people on a journey that inspires them to be part of
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7 G e s 4 o et - Sl L ) 4 - =P something bigger, to be changed and to make change happen.
e . - e o e L T s N g PN - e Discover more at coralseaacademy.com
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Defler Podfingy

By adopting better boating practices, you can enhance
your boating experience by becoming part of a safer and
more environmentally responsible boating community.

Known for its crystal-clear waters, abundant With so many people taking the helm, the

marine life and stunning tropical scenery, the importance of adopting better boating practices is

Great Barrier Reef and the Whitsundays region paramount.

have long been a popular destination for boating

enthusiasts worldwide. ‘Better Boating’ refers to the concept of
improving the overall boating experience by

Every year, thousands of avid boaters traverse focusing on aspects like safety, environmentally

from across the globe to enjoy its unmatched safe practices and skill development. In essence,

cruising grounds and experience this spectacular ‘better boating’ is about elevating the standard

aquatic playground. of boating to create a safer, more enjoyable, and

responsible experience.

The ocean plays a crucial role in regulating the Earth’s climate.

It absorbs about a quarter of the CO2 emitted into the atmosphere
— plus it absorbs more than 90% of the excess heat trapped in the
Earth’s system due to human-caused global warming.

It can also hold around 60x more carbon than our atmosphere!

The impacts of climate change on the ocean are extensive and
interconnected, affecting everything from microscopic plankton to

large marine mammals, from coastal ecosystems to global climate
patterns.

Wi cau Wa& fo 5&@?

As someone who enjoys life on the water, it’s likely you have a deep connection to the ocean
and the aquatic ecosystems and wildlife that share it. The boating community has a key role
to play in being advocates for change, through taking actions to help mitigate negative
impacts on the marine environment whilst out on the water.

By understanding the impacts of boating, we are motivated further to make smarter and
more sustainable choices in the way we practically handle our vessels and journeys.

Through following better boating practices, such as those laid out in this guide, you can
minimise the environmental impact of boating on the marine environment that we all love
and value.
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Fecuce Tuel

Optimising your fuel efficiency involves

a combination of proper maintenance,
efficient operation techniques, and smart
planning. Here are several strategies to
help you save fuel...

BEFORE YOUR JOURNEY

Carry out routine engine maintenance

> Regular oil changes, spark plug replacements, and both fuel and air filter cleanings ensure
the engine runs efficiently

> Top tip: Use high-quality fuel. You can also use fuel additives which will help keep the
growth of micro-organisms minimised or removed entirely

Optimise your engine’s RPM:

> Use a fuel flow meter to monitor fuel consumption in real-time. This can help you adjust
your driving habits for better fuel efficiency

Looking after your hull:

> Keep the boat’s hull and propeller clean from barnacles, algae, and debris. A clean hull
reduces drag, and a well-maintained propeller ensures optimal performance

Check your prop

> Use the right propeller for your boat and engine. A propeller with the correct pitch and
diameter can improve fuel efficiency

> Inspect the propeller for damage, cracks, or debris. A damaged propeller can reduce
efficiency and cause vibration and cavitation

Go light

> Remove unnecessary items and equipment from the boat. A lighter boat requires less
power to move

Plan your journey

> Check the weather forecast and sea conditions- Think about tides, winds and currents and
plan accordingly! Cruising into strong winds or against the tide will increase fuel
consumption

Slower speeds decrease fuel consumprion. You will get the best mileage
when you are running at 60-80% of the boat’s top speed!

DURING YOUR JOURNEY

Find the right speed

> Avoid running the boat at full throttle for extended periods. Operating at a moderate, steady
speed (cruise speed) is more fuel-efficient

> Top tip: Gradually accelerate to your desired speed. Sudden, rapid acceleration consumes more
fuel

Find the right balance

> Did you know that cruising with your bow high out of the water will burn more fuel? Use trim tabs
or adjust the outboard motor’s trim to reduce drag. Proper trimming helps the boat ride on the
plane more efficiently

> Top Tip: Adjust the weight distribution within the vessel — If you need to, put more weight towards
the bow of the boat and this will help it to trim more evenly

Check your wake

> A large wake indicates that your boat is trying to climb the water’s surface and uses extra power
and fuel — you can often remedy this by simply slowing down or increasing speed to get on the
plane

> Top Tip: Get the boat onto the plane quickly and then reduce throttle to maintain a planing speed.

Operating at a planing speed is generally more fuel-efficient than plowing through the water

Don’t idle
> Instead of idling your engine to charge your electrical items, consider using renewable energy
sources such as wind, solar or dockside power
Use the sails
> For Sailboats: Utilise the sails as much as possible and rely less on the engine. Proper sail trim and

balance can significantly reduce fuel usage. If you need to use the engine, use sails also to
maximise efficiency

1
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Preventative boat maintenance is an investment
in the longevity, performance, and safety of your
vessel.

Rey beucy ,
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> Improved Safety

> Cost Savings

> Enhanced Performance

> Avoid Unexpected Breakdowns
> Compliance and Regulations

> Reduced Pollution

> Sustainability

By making regular maintenance a priority, you can enjoy peace of mind and more time
on the water. It not only saves money in the long run but also ensures a safer and more
enjoyable boating experience — It also reduces any harmful environmental impacts!

Here are just some ideas that will help keep your boat in optimal condition and reduce
your environmental impact.

ENGINE AND FUEL

Basics
> Freshwater flush: Flush your outboard with freshwater after each trip
> Inspect Fuel Lines: Check fuel lines for leaks, cracks, or wear and replace them
if necessary
> Flush Cooling System: Flush the cooling system to remove salt, dirt, and
debris (for saltwater use)
> Check coolant levels

e Top Tip: use a non-toxic coolant

Comprehensive

> Replace Fuel Filters: Replace fuel filters and inspect the fuel system for wear or
leaks

> Inspect Belts and Hoses: Look for signs of wear or damage and replace them if
necessary

> Inspect Cooling System: Check impellers, thermostats, and cooling hoses for
wear and replace if necessary

> Examine Fuel Tanks: Check for signs of corrosion, leaks, or contamination in fuel

> Inspect Exhaust System: Check the manifolds and risers for any signs for
corrosion, leaks of blockages. Inspect hoses for wear, cracks and connections

> Perform Tune-Up: Conduct a full engine tune-up to ensure optimal
performance

13



OIL
> Check Qil Levels: Inspect engine oil levels and quality
> Change your oil and oil filter regularly
WATER
> Check impellers and seacocks for correct operation. Seacocks should be checked for full
range of motion every three months
> Check pipes and hoses for a buildup of organisms that block or reduce flow
> Inspect overboard discharge for correct flow without any contaminants (oil/fuel)
ELECTRICS
> Inspect Wiring: Look for signs of wear, fraying, or damage to wiring and connections
> Test Electrical Systems: Test all electrical systems, including lights, gauges, and electronics,
for proper operation prior to departure
> Battery Inspection: Check the battery for corrosion, secure connections, and charge levels.

Clean terminals as needed

EXTERIOR, HULL AND PROPELLER

> Wash down the boat and trailer after each trip

> Hull Condition: Regularly inspect the hull for cracks, damage, or any other signs of wear

> Propeller: Regularly inspect the propeller for damage and remove any debris / fishing line

> Lubricate Moving Parts: Lubricate any moving parts, such as the propeller shaft and steering
components

> Antifouling: Apply antifouling paint to the hull to prevent marine growth

e Top-tip: Use a non-toxic hull paint as an alterntiave to traditional antifouling paint

Inspect Through-Hulls and Seacocks: Check through-hull fittings and seacocks for leaks or
corrosion

Lo
N
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> If your engine has an air filter, make sure it is cleaned or changed regularly
> Make sure air ducts are free from obstruction
> Carry spare air filters
CLEANING
> Clean Exterior: Clean and wax the hull to protect it from UV rays and environmental damage
> Clean Interior: Clean the interior of the boat, including the cabin, seats, and storage areas
> Check for Mold/Mildew: Inspect for mold or mildew and clean as needed
SAFETY EQUIPMENT
> Inspect Life Jackets: Check life jackets for wear and damage; replace if necessary
> Check Fire Extinguishers: Ensure fire extinguishers are charged, current and in good working
order
> Test Flares and Signals: Verify that flares and other signaling devices are current and functional
> Test Appliances: Ensure all appliances and onboard systems (e.g., stove, fridge) are functioning
correctly
> Check GPS and Electronics: Test navigation systems, GPS, and any onboard electronics for
proper function
> InspectI Anchor and Lines: Ensure the anchor and lines are in good condition and stored
properly

Choosing the right battery for your boat, and performing routine maintenance, will ensure the
optimal lifespan of your battery and save you money and unnecessary wastage.

Check your engine manual for the recommended battery rating.
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| Alternative energy sources can help
r reduce reliance on fossil fuels, lower
operational costs, and minimise the

environmental impact of boating.

20:4%

When we use energy that has been sourced from the burning of fossil fuels to produce (directly or
indirectly) electricity, we are contributing to the emission of greenhouse gases into our atmosphere. ; 1 N

The good news is, that we can all easily reduce our energy consumption, and therefore our carbon

footprint, by introducing a few simple, low-cost energy saving measures — It makes sound financial and
environmental sense to reduce consumption!

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

> Use solar or wind energy where you can

> Change to low energy electrics including LED lighting

> Use deep-cycle marine batteries, which are designed to provide a steady amount of power
over a long period

> If your boat has sails, use them as often as you can!

> Use inverters that are energy-efficient- select the size of your inverter appropriately to match
your energy needs, avoiding oversizing

> Insulate and ventilate your vessel as best as possible, to reduce the load on air conditioning or
refrigeration systems

> Use energy efficient appliances on board

> Be smart — turn off unused devices or switch to energy saving mode

A boat’s engine will use almost as much fuel to charge the batteries as it does

Wﬁq when motoring. Even in idle, your engine still produces emissions.
/ 'i

Climate change and population growth across the globe is putting an increase pressure on water A renewable source of energy generation is a worthwhile consideration, plus a good safety back up.
resources. Fresh water is a limited recourse, making water conservation an important factor for the
environment. Firstly, you need to establish how much electricity you require and therefore what types of system would suit

your needs best. There are several options you can explore:
By reducing water consumption, you can not only save yourself money, but also help in protecting the

environment by diverting less water from our rivers, bays and estuaries. > Solar Power: The sun is an abundant energy source! Solar panels are easy to install, require
minimal maintenance, don’t make noise and there are numerous sizes, brands and
manufacturers to choose from

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

> Wind Power: Unlike solar, wind turbines can generate power both day and night, as long as there

> Install tap aerators where possible (reducing the amount of water used by up to 80%) is wind. They are also extremely space efficient, making them suitable for boats with limited
> Install water-saver shower heads which typically halve the standard flow rate surface area
R Use plugs and fill your basins rather than using running water > Hydro Power: Water turbines can generate power continuously as long as the boat is moving. It

. o is particularly beneficial for long-distance cruising where continous energy supply is needed
> Fix any dripping taps or leaks : . :

. _ o _ > Fuel Cell Power: The newest alternative energy option is a fuel cell generator. Unlike gas or fuel
> Consider buying water-efficient products and appliances generators, there is virtually zero noise or heat produced. The only byproducts produced are
> Do not leave the hose running when you are filling up your water tanks or washing down your water
boat

e Top tip: Purchase a hose trigger nozzle to avoid unnecessary wastage of water

YOUR BETTER BOATING GUIDE BY CORAL SEA MARINA
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Pitge Wiaidfenauce

Conducting regular bilge inspections and
maintenance will help prevent detrimental
effects on the marine environment...

The bilge is the lowest internal section of your boat’s hull. It is a collection area for liquids including excess water,
leaked fuel, oil, coolant and other toxic liquids. Should any of these liquids accidentally discharge, it can cause
pollution of the marine environment.

Conducting regular bilge inspections and pump maintenance will help prevent any leaks.

How fo widttin gouy hlger”

CLEAN - Clean the bilge frequently to prevent buildup of mold, mildew or hazardous liquids

> Remove any debris, direct, or objects that have accumulated

> Apply a bilge cleaner to break down grease and oil
e Top tip: Use a biodegradable bilge cleaner to minimise environmental impact

> Scrub the bilge and rinse with fresh water

Use a bilge pump or manual methods to remove the dirty water and waste, and dispose of in
accordance with local environmental regulations

Consider using oil absorbent pads to collect oil and fuel residues, making disposal easier and more
environmentally friendly
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INSPECT - Inspect regularly to identify any immediate issues and address if required
> Check for water accumulation which might indicate leaks

> Inspect for oil and fuel that might indicate a leak in the engine or fuel system

CONSIDER - consider ventilation of the bilge
> Improve Airflow: Ensure proper ventilation to reduce moisture
> Install Vent Fans: Consider installing vent fans to improve air circulation

MAINTAIN - Maintain the bilge pump

> Test the bilge pump regularly to ensure it functions efficiently. Regularly clean
it to maintain efficiency

> Check the pump strainer for clogs or debris that may affect its performance

> Test the float switch to ensure it activates the pump when water reaches a
certain level

> Inspect the wiring and connections for corrosion or damage and repair as
needed

ey wags- fo preveut hlge poliidions

Check the bilge is free from oil before pumping
Use an absorbent sock to control oil and fuel in the bilge
Clear limber holes to ensure water and liquids can pass freely
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It is far easier to prevent a spill than it is
to clean it up — so, with a little forward
thinking and planning, you should be
able to mitigate the risk of a spill whilst
refuelling or operating your vessel.
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Only about 5% of oil and fuel pollution in our oceans are from catastrophic or major

spills. The majority of pollution comes from everyday sources, such as refuelling, oil leaks,
and engine emissions.

Whef cau youw oo To preveuf 4791@(2

Maintain fuel lines, connections and seals to avoid leaks

Know the capacity of your fuel tanks or container

Avoid overfilling the tank and allow room for the fuel to expand
Use an absorbent fuel collar to catch drips when refuelling
Refuel slowly and listen for the change in tone of the pump

Wi b b f syl 53200

>

Try to identify the cause or source of the spill and if possible, put a
stop to it

Notify the marina — they will have equipment, such as absorbent
pads and booms to contain the spill

If out on the water, notify the appropriate authorities and use
absorbent socks, pads or pillows to minimise the damage as best
as possible

Never use detergent to deal with spills — it only disperses the fuel
further by breaking it down into smaller droplets, making it even
harder to clean and doing even more environmental damage.

One litre of oil can pollute one million litres of water!

Watch our Oil Spill demonstration video
for instructions on how to manage an oil
spill


https://youtu.be/LzSn7s2eZJk
https://youtu.be/LzSn7s2eZJk
https://youtu.be/LzSn7s2eZJk
https://youtu.be/LzSn7s2eZJk 
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Waste water (both grey water and black water) | o —
contains harmful pollutants — Discha[girM ' ' ==
water into our ocean poses.severatenvironmental—— —
ecological, and health risks

-~ Plact W
Black water is all the sewage discharge from boat toilets. It contains pollutants

including nutrients, metals, toxins and pathogens — It is a significant source of
pollution that can be avoided!

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

> Ideally, black water should always be disposed of at a pump-out facility on
land
> If you do not have a holding tank, install one! Invest in advanced waste

water treatment technologies / onboard treatment devices

> Alternatively, use a portable or composting toilet that do not require wa-
ter, power or a holding tank

> Use non-toxic or eco-friendly cleaning products that are less likely to harm
the environment

Whaf Gagpeuy wbhen wagle wafey eufety The Yrey Wefer

Grey water is all the wastewater that drains from showers, kitchens and bathroom

%W@ WV(MM&M(Q sinks. It often contains fats, oils, and harmful chemicals and is a polluter of the marine

environment.

Untreated grey water discharge, whilst a comparatively small contributor to overall

Pollution: Waste water contains harmful chemicals and high levels of nutrients which o L . . :
water quality, is a significant source of pollution in localized areas that can be avoided!

can lead to eutrophication, causing algal blooms that deplete oxygen in the water which
affects local aquatic life. Install tap aerators where possible (reducing the amount of

water used by up to 80%) WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Impact on Marine life: Waste water alters habitats, smothering them with sediments,

: , N } i o ) > If you have grey water tanks, use available pump-out facilities to dispose
changing the chemical composition of the water, and disrupting biodiversity and food of waste rather than discharging whilst at sea
i > When possible, take showers on land and save your laundry until back
Human Health Risks: Waste water contains pathogens such as bacteria, viruses and from your journey
parasites > Use your facilities with care — shower or wash well away from the
Economic Impacts: The repercussions of waste water discharge can be seen in our shoreline or where people swim
fishery and tourism industries, affecting local economies > Use non-toxic or eco-friendly products that are less likely to harm the
Alteration of Ocean Chemistry: Waste water can alter the pH of ocean waters, affecting environment

the ability of organisms like corals and shellfish to form Use less product — a little goes a long way!

YOUR BETTER BOATING GUIDE BY CORAL SEA MARINA
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Marine debris is a complex and pressing issue,
but by understanding its sources and impacts, we
can each take meaningful steps to prevent and
reduce marine debris, protecting our oceans and
the diverse life they support.

Marine debris is one of biggest environmental threats affecting our oceans across the globe — as
boaters, we see this more than most!

Marine debris includes of a wide range of materials, including plastic, metal, wood, rubber, glass and
paper —however it is dominated by plastic which accounts for 80% of all marine pollution.

One of the main culprits of plastic pollution in the Great Barrier Reef is d’/ / 3“( @ 5% ; Z“(W‘ %& ﬂ @ e% M
cigarette butts. Pick yourself up your very own personal pocket butt-bin &V A , f (! r

from the Coral Sea Marina office for any smokers on board

> Follow the 4 R’s — Reduce, Reuse, Repair, Recycle
> Buy products in bulk to reduce the amount of unnecessary packaging
> Remove packaging before you load your provisions on to your boat
> Avoid using single use plastics- Use reusable containers, bottles and other items instead
| > Consider purchasing items from more sustainable materials that can be recycled at end of
' life
/ > Be sure to put your waste in the correct bins and recycle where possible at your marina,
| club or harbour
'
> Avoid products that contain micro-plastics. For example, exfoliants and other cleaning
products —an ingredient to watch out for is ‘polyethylene’
> Don’t throw anything overboard!!! Even an orange peel can take up to 2 years to
biodegrade
> Leave nothing but footprints... Instead, pick up any litter you may find and bring it back

with you to be disposed of properly.

For more information on the Australian Marine Debris Initiative
and how you can help, visit coralseaacademy.com
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Nou-Towic Cleanery

Many cleaning products contain chemicals or
harmful toxins, such as phosphates, that damage
the marine environment, ultimately affecting the
way wildlife feed, breathe and breed.

You have a choice as to what products you use and you can avoid potential damage to local marine ecosystems

by simply choosing a ‘greener’ option.

(2, 1t cau gou o’

> Go Green- Many eco-friendly cleaning products are available and made of phosphate-free,
natural and organic ingredients

> Regularly rinse your boat with freshwater to reduce the need for harsher chemicals

> Get back to basics- Elbow grease can go a long way!

> Use your products sparingly

> Use on shore facilities wherever possible for showering and laundry
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You can make your own cleaning products... Baking soda,

vinegar, lemon juice and salt are all great options!

(uncrecny

Environmentally friendly sunscreen is crucial for
both human health and the health of our planet.

&, o, Cap.

Traditional sunscreens often contain chemicals like
oxybenzone and octinoxate, which are harmful to
marine life, particularly coral reefs. These
chemicals can cause coral bleaching, where corals
lose their color and vital symbiotic algae, leading
to the deterioration of entire reef ecosystems.

Coral reefs support a large diversity of marine life,
protect coastal areas from erosion, and contribute
to the livelihoods of millions of people through
tourism and fishing. The damage caused by
harmful sunscreens can have far-reaching effects
on these ecosystems and the economies that
depend on them.

Visit the Coral Sea Marina
online Gift Shop

Environmentally friendly sunscreens use
mineral-based ingredients like zinc oxide or
titanium dioxide, which do not harm marine life.
They are also often biodegradable and free from
other harmful chemicals, making them safer for
both ocean ecosystems and human skin. Choosing
such sunscreens helps protect our planet’s
biodiversity and ensures that our natural
resources remain intact for future generations.

You can purchase some environmentally friendly
sunscreen from the Coral Sea Marina gift shop,
located at the marina office or online.

Even plant-based oils, like tea tree, eucalyptus and lavender,
which are sometimes added to sunscreens to act as natural

mozzie-repellent, may also harm delicate corals.



https://www.coralseamarina.com/shop/
https://www.coralseamarina.com/shop/
https://www.coralseamarina.com/shop/
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Below the surface of the water, your hull attracts the growth of multiple marine organisms
including barnacles, algae, and other sea life. When these organisms attach themselves to the
hull, they can create significant drag, reducing the boat’s speed, increasing fuel consumption,
and potentially causing damage to the hull over time.

The most common solution to this is the use of antifoul paint that deters these organisms
from attaching to the boat.

Many antifoul paints work largely by releasing biocides (pesticides) into the water. These
paints are classified as hazardous, and the toxins can cause a range of environmental
problems. The most commonly used antifoul is copper oxide — which, although a natural
element, can still leach into the water and be absorbed by aquatic life, eventually making its
way up the food chain to humans.

Choose a more environmentally friendly paint that does not contain
biocide, such as Silicone or epoxy. These are designed to create a slippery
surface, so that organisms can not attach themselves to the hull

Consider adding ultrasonication as an alternative technology — These
devices are mounted to your hull and emit an ultrasonic frequency
designed to deter any organism growth

Alternatively, select the right antifoul by choosing the lowest levels of
biocide suitable for your vessel and your needs — for example, how fast
do you go? How often do you use your boat? All of these are factors to
consider.

Use low VOC (Volatile Organic Compounds) paints where possible to
minimise air pollution

Remember, when removing old antifoul and applying new paint — be
mindful to ensure that no runoff or old paint/ debris makes its way into

the ocean. Use a filtered washdown facility, catch scrapings and drips by
using tarpaulins, and dispose of any hazardous waste correctly.

33



‘Travel for Good’ refers to the concept of travelling in
a way that has a positive impact on the destinations
visited, the people living there, and the environment.
‘Travel for Good’ uses travel as a force for positive
change transforming the act of exploring new places
D an opportunlty toicontribute to the greater good!

Pick up litter as you go, volunteer for beach clean up days during your
holiday or donate to a local not-for-profit organization.
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Exploring new destinations is what often motivates boat owners as they chart a
course for their next adventure. Boating provides us with the opportunity to seek out
amazing new locations, encounter incredible wildlife and environments, and meet
new friends along the way — however, as with all things, travel has an impact on the
natural environment and there are ways in which we can mitigate these impacts.

Sustainable travel refers to the practice of traveling in a way that minimises negative
impacts on the environment, supports the well-being of local communities, and
preserves cultural and natural resources for future generations. It’s about making
conscious choices that ensure tourism remains a positive force for both the places
visited and the travelers themselves.

KEY PRINCIPLES OF SUSTAINABLE TRAVEL

Environmental Protection

> Minimising Carbon Footprint: Choosing eco-friendly transportation methods,
such as renting a bicycle or e-scooter for your time on land rather than
catching taxis

Conservation of Resources: Reducing water and energy usage, avoiding
single-use plastics, and supporting activities that prioritize environmental
stewardship

Preserving Natural Habitats: Avoiding activities that harm wildlife or natural
landscapes and participating in conservation efforts

Social Responsibility

> Supporting Local Communities: Choosing locally-owned provisioning services,
restaurants, and other businesses to ensure that the economic benefits of
tourism stay within the community

Respecting Cultures: Being mindful of local customs, traditions, and cultural
heritage, and ensuring that tourism activities do not exploit or degrade
cultural sites

Fair Labor Practices: Ensuring that the tourism services you use treat their
employees fairly and ethically

Economic Viability

> Sustainable Development: Supporting tourism that contributes to the long-
term economic health of the destination, without causing environmental or
social harm

Avoiding Overtourism: Choosing less crowded destinations or traveling during
off-peak seasons to reduce the strain on local resources and infrastructure

By adopting sustainable travel practices, travellers can help ensure that the destinations
they love remain vibrant, healthy, and welcoming for future generations. Sustainable
travel is about making informed choices that balance the desire to explore the world
with the responsibility to protect it.
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The Great Barrier Reef, located off the northeastern coast of
Australia, is the world’s largest coral reef system and one of the
most iconic natural wonders on Earth.

Within this vast expanse is a unique range of
ecological communities, habitats and species — all of
which make the Great Barrier Reef one of the most
complex natural ecosystems in the world.

The Great Barrier Reef is a Marine Park and World
Heritage Area, supporting a range of commercial
activities and attracting millions of visitors each year
who come to enjoy its beauty above and below the
water.

The Great Barrier Reef is also an economic
powerhouse, contributing more than $6.4 billion
each year to the Australian economy and providing
around 64,000 full-time jobs.

Learn more about the Great Barrier «ccecceeccccceccees
Reef on Episode 3 of our ‘Cruising the
Whitsundays’ documentary series

Despite its beauty and significance, the Great Barrier
Reef faces several environmental threats. Climate
change, leading to warmer ocean temperatures, has
caused widespread coral bleaching events. In
addition, pollution, overfishing, overtourism, and
coastal development pose significant risks to the
Great Barrier Reef’s health.

Efforts to protect the Great Barrier Reef are ongoing,
with initiatives aimed at reducing carbon emissions,
improving water quality, and promoting sustainable
tourism. These efforts are critical to ensuring that
this magnificent ecosystem continues to thrive for
future generations. Collectively, we can work
towards a more eco-conscious boating community.

FUN REEF FACTS

Spans 348,000km2 — about the size of Italy or 70 million football fields
1 of 7 natural wonders of the world

Largest living structure on the planet, so big it’s visible from space
2,300km in length

980 individual islands along the length of the Great Barrier Reef

In 1981, it was listed as UNESCO World Heritage Listed Area

The Great Barrier Reef as we know it 6,000-10,000 years old

The Great Barrier Reef contains over 600+ types of hard and soft corals

25% of all known marine species live here — including 6 of the 7 world’s
species of marine turtle, 1625 species of fish, 133 varieties of sharks and
rays, 30 species of whales and

dolphins

d{W& Yo 5@&/@( %& C/‘rwq 7 2

They are considered the most iconic species you can find on the Great
Barrier Reef, all of which contribute to its incredible significance.

Clown Fish (Nemo)
Giant Clams
WEIERREWS

Maori Wrasse
Potato Cod

Sharks

Turtles

Whales



https://youtu.be/pu7VnxhfF8k
https://youtu.be/pu7VnxhfF8k
https://youtu.be/pu7VnxhfF8k
https://youtu.be/pu7VnxhfF8k
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Toe Zge outhe feef

The Eye on the Reef program enables agyone
who visits the Great Barrier Reef to contribute
to its long-term protection by collecting valuable
information about reef health, marine animals
and incidents. -

Brought to you by the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA), the Eye on the Reef
program is one of the easiest ways for the boating community to get involved in reef protection. By
joining this citizen science movement, it allows you to provide Marine Park managers and researchers
with up-to-date information that will help inform their management decisions and actions.

Download the free Eye on the Reef app. Functions include:

> Marine Park Zoning: Each zone has different rules for activities that are allowed,
activities that are prohibited, or activities that require a permit. Zones might also place
restrictions on how many activities are conducted.

> Sightings: Upload encounters or incidents, including marine life sightings, incidents
such as fuel spills, strandings, coral bleaching, marine debris, and more...

> General Information: Including contact details for reporting and incidents plus up to
date notifications from the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

Download the Eye on
the Reef App

EYEZREEF

Watch our demonstration ...............
video on how to use the Eye -
on the Reef App

Anyone can help to play an active role in monitoring the environment...
including you!

One of the challenges of managing something like the Great Barrier Reef is its
sheer size — over 2,300km in length and covering 344,400 square kilometres.

Anyone visiting the Great Barrier Reef can assist with reef monitoring through
the Eye on the Reef monitoring program.

Anyone who journeys out on the water in the Whitsunday region can collect

valuable information on reef health, the marine life you encounter, and any
incidents that occur.

Wod  citsen geiencer’

Citizen science is the collection and analysis of data relating to the natural world by members of the
general public!

There are numerous other citizen science projects available to you here in the Whitsundays. For more
information on these programs, visit coralseaacademy.com
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https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/access/zoning/eye-on-the-reef-app
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/access/zoning/eye-on-the-reef-app
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/access/zoning/eye-on-the-reef-app
https://youtu.be/soF0Cqmh624
https://youtu.be/soF0Cqmh624
https://youtu.be/soF0Cqmh624
https://youtu.be/soF0Cqmh624
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The Great Barrier Reef underwater landscape contains fragile Zoning helps to manage and protect the
environments, including coral reefs and seagrass beds, which values of the Marine Park that people enjoy.
need to be protected.

ACTIVITIES GUIDE

(oo robivant Zoning Pans and Raguiarans
for distalls)

Navigating through the Whitsunday Islands and Great Barrier Reef and anchoring with care is especially
important for vessel safety and to protect the marine environment.

AguacuiLrg

Hod nating

Boating, ohi™g, photogragy
Cirahéang (trapping)

Before you depart, research where you are planning to visit. The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park is home to

hundreds of public moorings. Boaters are encouraged, wherever possible, to utilise these public moorings to
assist in protecting the delicate underwater landscape. In locations where no public mooring is available and e
anchoring is the only option, anchoring with care is paramount. beacwcm

. . . . . . . Fareast Sshing for 568 cucumber. irachus
For more information on public moorings and anchoring in the Great Barrier Reef, Iropical rmck idbster

visit the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority’s website or download the QLD
Fiashing 2.0 app

Limnd colipoting

Lirmitad epearfishing {eromal oy

Lina hshing
hatting (atfr fan bait netting

Fageanh (nihar ihan e impeet recaanh)

Shipping (uiber than in & desigiabed
STEDEING &rea)

Teairidm seegram

Traditional e of mesine resouces

Tramwding

Never anchor within no-anchoring areas — they are there to protect
the coral! These are generally marked with white pyramid-shaped
buoys

Troding

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park is a multiple-use area with different zones. Each zone has different rules for
the activities that are allowed, the activities that are prohibited, and the activities that require a permit. Zones
may also place restrictions on how some activities are conducted.

Where possible, anchor in sand or mud

Deploy your anchor correctly to avoid drag — Know your depth, draft
and the tide to use the appropriate length of chain

Check regularly to ensure that you are not dragging Zoning maps are tools to help you get to know the zones. Before heading out on the water make sure you have a

Raise your anchor correctly when leaving - always try to maneuver zoning map, know the zones and what’s allowed there. You can also find this information on the Eye on the Reef
your boat towards the anchor and retrieve when the line is vertical App.

Never use excessive force when motoring forward to retrieve the

anchor Non-compliance with zoning rules can have serious environmental impacts and compromise reef health.

If the anchor is caught on the reef, free it by hand wherever possible Significant penalties apply if you break the rules. Use a zoning map to help you with the rules and avoid a fine.

For more information on zoning in the Whitsundays, view Map 10
from the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority.

Known as “The Bible” to the Whitsunday Islands, is ‘100 Magic Miles’ by David
Colfelt. This cruising guide has all the information you’ll need to fully enjoy this
Island Paradise. It contains authoritative details of every nook and cranny in the
Whitsunday Islands and contains everything a visiting boater would need to
know about the cruising grounds.

YOUR BETTER BOATING GUIDE BY CORAL: SEA MARINA



https://100magicmiles.com/
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/access/zoning
https://elibrary.gbrmpa.gov.au/jspui/retrieve/dd829c11-a46f-403d-88e9-f0fbc41be5ee/Public_Moorings_GBR_Northern_2019_Bp2225.pdf
https://www.coralseaacademy.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/public-moorings-whitsundays.pdf
https://elibrary.gbrmpa.gov.au/jspui/bitstream/11017/600/25/WEB_Map10_Merge.pdf
https://100magicmiles.com/

' - ; - . One of the undoubtable joys of boating is the opportunity it creates to encounter
- -ﬁ_f&r Rﬂﬁbme to a g o g incredible marine wildlife. However, it is important to remember that these encounters
- .ﬁf C ~ _ 5 ' not only affect you, and potentially your boat, but these beautiful creatures too.
spectac ar array of wil \erefore = 2

Be on the lookout for marine animals and travel slowly in areas where they are known
= kL to be present:

<" the importance of goin Iow'for" those e >
below is V|taI whem exp oring the*=reg|on

.J-ﬁ' m._ Humpback whales migrate along the Reef from May — October

S Dugongs inhabit shallow seagrass areas

Seabirds nest or roost the islands and sand cays

Marine turtles are commonly found in shallow reef and seagrass areas —
especially during September and October when mating behaviour brings
them close to the surface

For more information, be sure to visit the Great
Barrier Reef Park Authority’s website to read up
on Responsible Reef Practices.

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park is a critical foraging and nesting
area to six of the world’s seven most ancient and fascinating
creatures, the turtle.

Globally, the marine turtle numbers are rapidly declining, making
this Australian ‘nursery’ even more significant.

Never touch, grab or lean on turtles
Do not feed turtles

If a turtle is close to your vessel, engage neutral and allow
the animal to move freely- never encircle turtles with
vessels

When viewing a turtle nesting:

e Limit the use of light by turning torches off whenever
possible or viewing with ambient light. Turtles may get
confused by artificial light and may not finish nesting
Keep still and quiet to avoid sudden movements
Never interfere with the nesting, hatchings or natural
events

YOUR BETTER BOATING GUIDE BY CORAL SEA MARINA



https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/access/responsible-reef-practices
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/access/responsible-reef-practices
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/access/responsible-reef-practices
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/access/responsible-reef-practices
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The Whitsundays is the world’s first Whale Heritage
Site in a World Heritage Area, designated by the
'World Cetacean Alliance, recognizing the importance

6f'the region for humpback whales to calve.

There are 30 species of whales and dolphins found in the waters of the Great Barrier Reef.
One of the most commonly sighted whales is the humpback whale, which makes the annual migration
north to the warmer waters of the Great Barrier Reef from Antarctica between May and September to

court, mate, give birth or rear their calves.

It’s critical for their continued survival that their ‘nurseries’ are available to them, free from any
harassment that may lead to calf mortality.

The Whitsundays is a whale protected area with specific rules in place to protect these majestic giants.

By following responsible boating practices when you’re near whales and dolphins, you can play a
significant role in their conservation.

Report an incident

All whales and dolphins in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park are legally
protected. It is vital that you report any sick, injured, stranded or dead

whales or dolphins to the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority.

Learn to
speak whale

Be alert and always watch out for whales, particularly during whale migration
season (May to September)

Post a lookout to keep an eye out for whales if they are suspected in the vicinity
Do not approach or disturb mothers and calves — never place a boat between them
Always move in a parallel direction to the whale or dolphin

Do not use engine sound or speed to attempt to influence the behaviour of a
whale

When you're leaving an area where whales are present, turn the motor on, post a
lookout, and move off slowly

Slow down to minimise the risk of collision where whales have been sighted

Report any boat strikes and reassure your passengers that the relevant authorities
have been contacted to assist the whale.

WHALE PROTECTION AREA

L

N0 restricting the path of a whabe or dolphin
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https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/about-us/legislation-and-polices/whale-and-dolphin-watching-regulations
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/about-us/legislation-and-polices/whale-and-dolphin-watching-regulations
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/about-us/legislation-and-polices/whale-and-dolphin-watching-regulations
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/about-us/legislation-and-polices/whale-and-dolphin-watching-regulations
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/help/report-an-incident
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/help/report-an-incident
https://www.whalesofthewhitsundays.com/_files/ugd/e1e837_dc07d41a86504da4815c9c1b21110e85.pdf
https://www.whalesofthewhitsundays.com/_files/ugd/e1e837_dc07d41a86504da4815c9c1b21110e85.pdf

Be ot Tree

An invasive species, or a ‘pest’, is an organism that
is not native to the region and can potentially cause
harm to the natural environment.

Even small pests pose a big threat to our world-heritage listed area!

Biosecurity (being pest-free) is a vital part of safeguarding the integrity of the Great Barrier Reef
islands and everyone must play their part to help.

Wedf i a pest?

Any foreign species, and even native Australian species that occur outside their usual habitat, can be
a pest. This includes mammals, insects, birds, plants, algae, fungi, amphibians and even bacteria!

PESTS THREATS

Pests compromise ecosystem health in many ways. For example:

> Pests can reduce food supply, contaminate water, defoliate trees — throwing the island’s
ecosystem out of balance

> Once on an island, pests can breed usually without any constraints — the lack of natural
checks and balances, such as the presence of natural predators, leave them to reproduce
abnormally and reach plague proportions quickly

Weef can you A7

> Weeds can quickly colonise disturbed areas, pushing out native species and changing an
ecosystem’s structure, making it easier for other pests to take holds

> Introduced grasses can burn with more intensity, increasing the damage caused by As the saying goes, ‘prevention is the best cure!”
wildfires ’ '

Pests can hide in the most unlikely of places and the only way to stop them causing harm is

For more information on being pest free, visit the to prevent them from entering the environment in the first place. You can:

48

YOUR BETTER BOATING GUIDE BY CORAL SEA MARINA

Queensland Parks and Wildlife’s website.

Currently, the Great Barrier Reef islands are some of the most pest-free
islands in the world. You can help keep them keep that way!

Check, Clean and Dry your vessel, equipment and gear after each use

e Clean by using fresh tap water to wash down all parts of the boat

e Check for any visible plant or animal material — remove and put in the bin
e Dry your vessel by draining all water from the bilges

Use your boat regularly to slow the growth of organisms on the hull, such as
barnacles or algae. Consider pulling the boat out of the water if you don’t
intend on using it for a while

Avoid sailing or motoring through plants and weed if possible

If the anchor has been used, remove any fouling by hand and wash off the
anchor and chain before stowing

Leave your pets on your vessel or at home when visiting the islands — they can
harbour fleas, ticks and other pests
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https://parks.desi.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0028/155557/be-pest-free-gbr-broch.pdf
https://parks.des.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0028/155557/be-pest-free-gbr-broch.pdf
https://parks.desi.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0028/155557/be-pest-free-gbr-broch.pdf
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Being ‘Reef Smart’ means enjoying the bea uty Don’t get too close to coral or marine life
and wonder of the Great Barrier Reef Marine > Don’t kick the coral or stand on the coral — It is a living organism!

. . > Consider not using fins, as quite often the additional length of
Park In a respOnSIble and Safe way. your feet can cause accidental coral damage with unexperienced
snorkelers
> Avoid making sudden or loud noises underwater

. ) , ) ) ) . . Move slowly and deliberately, relax and take your time
The Great Barrier Reef is a nautical paradise, offering one of the most stunning environments in the

world to go sailing or boating.

By following Responsible Reef Practices, and being ‘Reef Smart’, recreational users and boaters can
avoid any negative impacts on the environment, help protect the reef, and even its marine life.

Check your zones! Make sure that you only fish in approved zones
Take only what you will eat
Do not use pests or non-native fish for bait

If you’re unsure of the fish’s identity or size, release the fish
immediately

Return all under-sized fish quickly to minimise injury

Go slow near islands and cays Do not litter — take your tackle home!

> Look for shallow coral or other environmental hazards and consider tidal changes.
Leave at least 3 centimeters clearance between the propeller and the seabed

> Access islands at high tide to minimise the potential damage to coral reef flats
> Take all litter (for example, rubbish, food scraps and cigarette butts) with you and el A .
responsibly dispose of it onshore d For more information, be sure to visit the Great Barrier Reef Park
> Collect debris that you find on and in the water, as well as ashore Authority’s website to read up on Responsible Reef Practices.
> Do not collect shells, seeds or other natural ‘souvenirs’- take only photos and

memories back with you
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https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/access/responsible-reef-practices
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/access/responsible-reef-practices
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/access/responsible-reef-practices
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STAY CONNECTED -

Join (@coralseamarina on social media to stay connected

#stayplayexplore #coralseamarinaresort #lovecsmr

+617 4946 2400

marina@csmr.com.au
Shingley Drive, Airlie Beach, Qld 4802
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