
For more information on the Australian Marine Debris Initiative 
and how you can help, visit coralseaacademy.com

Watch Your Waste
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One of the main culprits of plastic pollution in the Great Barrier Reef is 
cigarette butts. Pick yourself up your very own personal pocket butt-bin 

from the Coral Sea Marina office for any smokers on board

Did you know?
> Follow the 4 R’s – Reduce, Reuse, Repair, Recycle 
> Buy products in bulk to reduce the amount of unnecessary packaging 
> Remove packaging before you load your provisions on to your boat 
> Avoid using single use plastics - Use reusable containers, bottles and other items instead 
> Consider purchasing items from more sustainable materials that can be recycled at end of 

life 
> Be sure to put your waste in the correct bins and recycle where possible at your marina, 

club or harbour 
> Avoid products that contain micro-plastics. For example, exfoliants and other cleaning 

products – an ingredient to watch out for is ‘polyethylene’ 
> Don’t throw anything overboard!!! Even an orange peel can take up to 2 years to 

biodegrade
> Leave nothing but footprints… Instead, pick up any litter you may find and bring it back 

with you to be disposed of properly.  

Marine debris is a complex and pressing issue, 
but by understanding its sources and impacts, we 
can each take meaningful steps to prevent and 
reduce marine debris, protecting our oceans and 
the diverse life they support. 

Marine debris is one of biggest environmental threats affecting our oceans across the globe – as 
boaters, we see this more than most! 

Marine debris includes of a wide range of materials, including plastic, metal, wood, rubber, glass and 
paper – however it is dominated by plastic which accounts for 80% of all marine pollution. 

Help prevent litter from entering the ocean...
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