One of the undoubtable joys of boating is the opportunity it creates to encounter
incredible marine wildlife. However, it is important to remember that these encounters
not only affect you, and potentially your boat, but these beautiful creatures too.
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Be on the lookout for marine animals and travel slowly in areas where they are known
to be present:

Humpback whales migrate along the Reef from May — October
Dugongs inhabit shallow seagrass areas
Seabirds nest or roost the islands and sand cays

Marine turtles are commonly found in shallow reef and seagrass areas —
especially during September and October when mating behaviour brings
them close to the surface

For more information, be sure to visit the Great
Barrier Reef Park Authority’s website to read up
on Responsible Reef Practices.

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park is a critical foraging and nesting
area to six of the world’s seven most ancient and fascinating
creatures, the turtle.

Globally, the marine turtle numbers are rapidly declining, making
this Australian ‘nursery’ even more significant.

Never touch, grab or lean on turtles

Do not feed turtles

If a turtle is close to your vessel, engage neutral and allow
the animal to move freely- never encircle turtles with
vessels

When viewing a turtle nesting:

e Limit the use of light by turning torches off whenever
possible or viewing with ambient light. Turtles may get
confused by artificial light and may not finish nesting

e Keep still and quiet to avoid sudden movements

e Never interfere with the nesting, hatchings or natural

events
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The Whitsundays is the world’s first Whale Heritage
. Site in a World Heritage Area, designated by the
‘World Cetacean Alliance, recognizing the importance

éf-the"region for humpbaCk Whales to Calve- Be alert and always watch out for whales, particularly during whale migration

- season (May to September)
) . &K s W / . Post a lookout to keep an eye out for whales if they are suspected in the vicinity
R ; i ' Do not approach or disturb mothers and calves — never place a boat between them
Always move in a parallel direction to the whale or dolphin

Do not use engine sound or speed to attempt to influence the behaviour of a
whale

When you're leaving an area where whales are present, turn the motor on, post a
lookout, and move off slowly

Slow down to minimise the risk of collision where whales have been sighted

Report any boat strikes and reassure your passengers that the relevant authorities
have been contacted to assist the whale.

There are 30 species of whales and dolphins found in the waters of the Great Barrier Reef.
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The Whitsundays is a whale protected area with specific rules in place to protect these majestic giants.
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By following responsible boating practices when you’re near whales and dolphins, you can play a

significant role in their conservation.
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If a whale approaches a vessel:
500m + Disengage the gears and let the whale approach,or
I White or special « Reduce your speed and proceed on a course away from the whale
Re port an incident management marine mammals. If a dolphin approaches a vessel do not change the course or speed of the vessel suddenly.
¢
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All whales and dolphins in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park are legally
protected. It is vital that you report any sick, injured, stranded or dead

Immediately withdraw the vessel from the caution zone at a constant

. : : In the Whitsunday eed ofless than 6 knots If the animal shows signs of being disturbed
whales or dolphins to the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority. Wihals Protecton Arss | 7 O IIE R SRR g el
no vessels within 300m *A vessel means anything capable of carrying a person through

or on the water, including wind surfers and surfboards.
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