
Sharing the Water 

The Great Barrier Reef is home to a 
spectacular array of wildlife, therefore 
the importance of going ‘slow for those 
below’ is vital when exploring the region 
by water. 

One of the undoubtable joys of boating is the opportunity it creates to encounter 
incredible marine wildlife. However, it is important to remember that these encounters 
not only affect you, and potentially your boat, but these beautiful creatures too. 

Be on the lookout for marine animals and travel slowly in areas where they are known 
to be present:

For more information, be sure to visit the Great
Barrier Reef Park Authority’s website to read up 
on Responsible Reef Practices. 

> Humpback whales migrate along the Reef from May – October 
> Dugongs inhabit shallow seagrass areas 
> Seabirds nest or roost the islands and sand cays 
> Marine turtles are commonly found in shallow reef and seagrass areas – 

especially during September and October when mating behaviour brings 
them close to the surface 

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park is a critical foraging and nesting 
area to six of the world’s seven most ancient and fascinating 
creatures, the turtle. 

Globally, the marine turtle numbers are rapidly declining, making 
this Australian ‘nursery’ even more significant. 

Did you know...

> Never touch, grab or lean on turtles
> Do not feed turtles 
> If a turtle is close to your vessel, engage neutral and allow 

the animal to move freely - never encircle turtles with 
vessels 

> When viewing a turtle nesting: 
•	 Limit the use of light by turning torches off whenever 

possible or viewing with ambient light. Turtles may get 
confused by artificial light and may not finish nesting

•	 Keep still and quiet to avoid sudden movements 
•	 Never interfere with the nesting, hatchings or natural 

events
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https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/access/responsible-reef-practices
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/access/responsible-reef-practices
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/access/responsible-reef-practices
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The Whitsundays is the world’s first Whale Heritage 
Site in a World Heritage Area, designated by the 
World Cetacean Alliance, recognizing the importance 
of the region for humpback whales to calve.

Whales of the Whitsundays

What can you do?

There are 30 species of whales and dolphins found in the waters of the Great Barrier Reef.

One of the most commonly sighted whales is the humpback whale, which makes the annual migration 
north to the warmer waters of the Great Barrier Reef from Antarctica between May and September to 
court, mate, give birth or rear their calves.

It’s critical for their continued survival that their ‘nurseries’ are available to them, free from any 
harassment that may lead to calf mortality.

The Whitsundays is a whale protected area with specific rules in place to protect these majestic giants. 

By following responsible boating practices when you’re near whales and dolphins, you can play a 
significant role in their conservation. 

> Be alert and always watch out for whales, particularly during whale migration 
season (May to September)

> Post a lookout to keep an eye out for whales if they are suspected in the vicinity
> Do not approach or disturb mothers and calves – never place a boat between them
> Always move in a parallel direction to the whale or dolphin
> Do not use engine sound or speed to attempt to influence the behaviour of a 

whale
> When you’re leaving an area where whales are present, turn the motor on, post a 

lookout, and move off slowly
> Slow down to minimise the risk of collision where whales have been sighted
> Report any boat strikes and reassure your passengers that the relevant authorities 

have been contacted to assist the whale.

All whales and dolphins in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park are legally 
protected. It is vital that you report any sick, injured, stranded or dead 

whales or dolphins to the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority. 

Did you know?

Remind yourself of 
our Whale Watching 
Regulations

Report an incident

Learn to 
speak whale 
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https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/about-us/legislation-and-polices/whale-and-dolphin-watching-regulations
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