
When we use energy that has been sourced from the burning of fossil fuels to produce (directly or 
indirectly) electricity, we are contributing to the emission of greenhouse gases into our atmosphere. 

The good news is, that we can all easily reduce our energy consumption, and therefore our carbon 
footprint, by introducing a few simple, low-cost energy saving measures – It makes sound financial and 
environmental sense to reduce consumption! 

Saving Energy and Water On Board

Energy

Climate change and population growth across the globe is putting an increase pressure on water 
resources. Fresh water is a limited recourse, making water conservation an important factor for the 
environment. 

By reducing water consumption, you can not only save yourself money, but also help in protecting the 
environment by diverting less water from our rivers, bays and estuaries. 

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
> Install tap aerators where possible (reducing the amount of water used by up to 80%) 
> Install water-saver shower heads which typically halve the standard flow rate 
> Use plugs and fill your basins rather than using running water 
> Fix any dripping taps or leaks 
> Consider buying water-efficient products and appliances
> Do not leave the hose running when you are filling up your water tanks or washing down your 

boat
•	  Top tip: Purchase a hose trigger nozzle to avoid unnecessary wastage of water

Alternative Energy Sources
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A boat’s engine will use almost as much fuel to charge the batteries as it does 
when motoring. Even in idle, your engine still produces emissions. 

Did you know?

Alternative energy sources can help 
reduce reliance on fossil fuels, lower 
operational costs, and minimise the 

environmental impact of boating.

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 
> Use solar or wind energy where you can
> Change to low energy electrics including LED lighting 
> Use deep-cycle marine batteries, which are designed to provide a steady amount of power 

over a long period 
> If your boat has sails, use them as often as you can! 
> Use inverters that are energy-efficient - select the size of your inverter appropriately to match 

your energy needs, avoiding oversizing
> Insulate and ventilate your vessel as best as possible, to reduce the load on air conditioning or 

refrigeration systems
> Use energy efficient appliances on board 
> Be smart – turn off unused devices or switch to energy saving mode

A renewable source of energy generation is a worthwhile consideration, plus a good safety back up. 

Firstly, you need to establish how much electricity you require and therefore what types of system would suit 
your needs best. There are several options you can explore: 

Water

> Solar Power: The sun is an abundant energy source! Solar panels are easy to install, require 
minimal maintenance, don’t make noise and there are numerous sizes, brands and 
manufacturers to choose from

> Wind Power: Unlike solar, wind turbines can generate power both day and night, as long as there 
is wind. They are also extremely space efficient, making them suitable for boats with limited 
surface area

> Hydro Power: Water turbines can generate power continuously as long as the boat is moving. It 
is particularly beneficial for long-distance cruising where continous energy supply is needed

> Fuel Cell Power: The newest alternative energy option is a fuel cell generator. Unlike gas or fuel 
generators, there is virtually zero noise or heat produced. The only byproducts produced are 
water 
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