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Conducting regular bilge inspections and
maintenance will help prevent detrimental
effects on the marine environment...

The bilge is the lowest internal section of your boat’s hull. It is a collection area for liquids including excess water,
leaked fuel, oil, coolant and other toxic liquids. Should any of these liquids accidentally discharge, it can cause
pollution of the marine environment.

Conducting regular bilge inspections and pump maintenance will help prevent any leaks.

How fo widttin gouy hlger”

CLEAN - Clean the bilge frequently to prevent buildup of mold, mildew or hazardous liquids

> Remove any debris, direct, or objects that have accumulated

> Apply a bilge cleaner to break down grease and oil
e Top tip: Use a biodegradable bilge cleaner to minimise environmental impact

> Scrub the bilge and rinse with fresh water

Use a bilge pump or manual methods to remove the dirty water and waste, and dispose of in
accordance with local environmental regulations

Consider using oil absorbent pads to collect oil and fuel residues, making disposal easier and more
environmentally friendly
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INSPECT - Inspect regularly to identify any immediate issues and address if required
> Check for water accumulation which might indicate leaks

> Inspect for oil and fuel that might indicate a leak in the engine or fuel system

CONSIDER - consider ventilation of the bilge
> Improve Airflow: Ensure proper ventilation to reduce moisture
> Install Vent Fans: Consider installing vent fans to improve air circulation

MAINTAIN - Maintain the bilge pump

> Test the bilge pump regularly to ensure it functions efficiently. Regularly clean
it to maintain efficiency

> Check the pump strainer for clogs or debris that may affect its performance

> Test the float switch to ensure it activates the pump when water reaches a
certain level

> Inspect the wiring and connections for corrosion or damage and repair as
needed

ey wags- fo preveut hlge poliidions

Check the bilge is free from oil before pumping
Use an absorbent sock to control oil and fuel in the bilge
Clear limber holes to ensure water and liquids can pass freely
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|t iS far eaSier to prevent a Spl” than It iS Only about 5% of oil and fuel pollution in our oceans are from catastrophic or major
: : . spills. The majority of pollution comes from everyday sources, such as refuelling, oil leaks,
to clean it up — so, with a little forward and engine emissions.

thinking and planning, you should be
able to mitigate the risk of a spill whilst

refuelling or operating your vessel. Wﬁﬂ cah 72%0 0(5’” (&WWW( @Jfﬂe@

Maintain fuel lines, connections and seals to avoid leaks

Know the capacity of your fuel tanks or container

Avoid overfilling the tank and allow room for the fuel to expand
Use an absorbent fuel collar to catch drips when refuelling
Refuel slowly and listen for the change in tone of the pump

Wi to oo i ou sy 23917

> Try to identify the cause or source of the spill and if possible, put a
stop to it

Notify the marina — they will have equipment, such as absorbent
pads and booms to contain the spill

If out on the water, notify the appropriate authorities and use
absorbent socks, pads or pillows to minimise the damage as best
as possible

Never use detergent to deal with spills — it only disperses the fuel
further by breaking it down into smaller droplets, making it even
harder to clean and doing even more environmental damage.

One litre of oil can pollute one million litres of water!
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Watch our Oil Spill demonstration video
for instructions on how to manage an oil
spill

YOUR BETTER BOATING GUIDE BY CORAL SEA MARINA


https://youtu.be/LzSn7s2eZJk
https://youtu.be/LzSn7s2eZJk
https://youtu.be/LzSn7s2eZJk
https://youtu.be/LzSn7s2eZJk 
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Waste water (both grey water and black water) | -~ - —

contains harmful pollutants — Dischargin e
 Dlack Wafey

water into our ocean po:

ecological, and health ris
Black water is all the sewage discharge from boat toilets. It contains pollutants
including nutrients, metals, toxins and pathogens — It is a significant source of

pollution that can be avoided!
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WHAT CAN YOU DO?

> Ideally, black water should always be disposed of at a pump-out facility on
land
> If you do not have a holding tank, install one! Invest in advanced waste

water treatment technologies / onboard treatment devices

> Alternatively, use a portable or composting toilet that do not require wa-
ter, power or a holding tank

> Use non-toxic or eco-friendly cleaning products that are less likely to harm
the environment

Whaf Gagpeuy wbhen wagle wafey eufety The Yrey Wefer

Grey water is all the wastewater that drains from showers, kitchens and bathroom

%W@ WV(MM&M(Q sinks. It often contains fats, oils, and harmful chemicals and is a polluter of the marine

environment.

Untreated grey water discharge, whilst a comparatively small contributor to overall

Pollution: Waste water contains harmful chemicals and high levels of nutrients which o L . . :
water quality, is a significant source of pollution in localized areas that can be avoided!

can lead to eutrophication, causing algal blooms that deplete oxygen in the water which
affects local aquatic life. Install tap aerators where possible (reducing the amount of

water used by up to 80%) WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Impact on Marine life: Waste water alters habitats, smothering them with sediments,

: , N } i o ) > If you have grey water tanks, use available pump-out facilities to dispose
changing the chemical composition of the water, and disrupting biodiversity and food of waste rather than discharging whilst at sea
i > When possible, take showers on land and save your laundry until back
Human Health Risks: Waste water contains pathogens such as bacteria, viruses and from your journey
parasites > Use your facilities with care — shower or wash well away from the
Economic Impacts: The repercussions of waste water discharge can be seen in our shoreline or where people swim
fishery and tourism industries, affecting local economies > Use non-toxic or eco-friendly products that are less likely to harm the
Alteration of Ocean Chemistry: Waste water can alter the pH of ocean waters, affecting environment

the ability of organisms like corals and shellfish to form Use less product — a little goes a long way!

YOUR BETTER BOATING GUIDE BY CORAL SEA MARINA
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Marine debris is a complex and pressing issue,
but by understanding its sources and impacts, we
can each take meaningful steps to prevent and
reduce marine debris, protecting our oceans and
the diverse life they support.

Marine debris is one of biggest environmental threats affecting our oceans across the globe — as
boaters, we see this more than most!

Marine debris includes of a wide range of materials, including plastic, metal, wood, rubber, glass and
paper —however it is dominated by plastic which accounts for 80% of all marine pollution.

One of the main culprits of plastic pollution in the Great Barrier Reef is d’/ / 3“( @ 5% n Z“(W‘ %& ﬂ @ e% M
cigarette butts. Pick yourself up your very own personal pocket butt-bin &V A , f (! r

from the Coral Sea Marina office for any smokers on board

> Follow the 4 R’s — Reduce, Reuse, Repair, Recycle

> Buy products in bulk to reduce the amount of unnecessary packaging

> Remove packaging before you load your provisions on to your boat

> Avoid using single use plastics- Use reusable containers, bottles and other items instead

A > Consider purchasing items from more sustainable materials that can be recycled at end of
life
/ > Be sure to put your waste in the correct bins and recycle where possible at your marina,

club or harbour

> Avoid products that contain micro-plastics. For example, exfoliants and other cleaning
products —an ingredient to watch out for is ‘polyethylene’

> Don’t throw anything overboard!!! Even an orange peel can take up to 2 years to
biodegrade

> Leave nothing but footprints... Instead, pick up any litter you may find and bring it back

with you to be disposed of properly.

For more information on the Australian Marine Debris Initiative
and how you can help, visit coralseaacademy.com
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