
Anchoring with Care

Navigating through the Whitsunday Islands and Great Barrier Reef and anchoring with care is especially 
important for vessel safety and to protect the marine environment. 

Before you depart, research where you are planning to visit. The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park is home to 
hundreds of public moorings. Boaters are encouraged, wherever possible, to utilise these public moorings to 
assist in protecting the delicate underwater landscape. In locations where no public mooring is available and 
anchoring is the only option, anchoring with care is paramount. 

Anchoring Tips

Zoning
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Known as “The Bible” to the Whitsunday Islands, is ‘100 Magic Miles’ by David 
Colfelt. This cruising guide has all the information you’ll need to fully enjoy this 
Island Paradise. It contains authoritative details of every nook and cranny in the 
Whitsunday Islands and contains everything a visiting boater would need to 
know about the cruising grounds. 

Introducing ‘the Bible’

Zoning helps to manage and protect the 
values of the Marine Park that people enjoy. 

> Never anchor within no-anchoring areas – they are there to protect 
the coral! These are generally marked with white pyramid-shaped 
buoys

> Where possible, anchor in sand or mud  
> Deploy your anchor correctly to avoid drag – Know your depth, draft 

and the tide to use the appropriate length of chain
> Check regularly to ensure that you are not dragging 
> Raise your anchor correctly when leaving - always try to maneuver 

your boat towards the anchor and retrieve when the line is vertical 
> Never use excessive force when motoring forward to retrieve the 

anchor 
> If the anchor is caught on the reef, free it by hand wherever possible

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park is a multiple-use area with different zones. Each zone has different rules for 
the activities that are allowed, the activities that are prohibited, and the activities that require a permit. Zones 
may also place restrictions on how some activities are conducted.

Zoning maps are tools to help you get to know the zones. Before heading out on the water make sure you have a 
zoning map, know the zones and what’s allowed there. You can also find this information on the Eye on the Reef 
App.  

Non-compliance with zoning rules can have serious environmental impacts and compromise reef health. 
Significant penalties apply if you break the rules. Use a zoning map to help you with the rules and avoid a fine.

For more information on zoning in the Whitsundays, view Map 10
from the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority.

The Great Barrier Reef underwater landscape contains fragile 
environments, including coral reefs and seagrass beds, which 
need to be protected.

For more information on public moorings and anchoring in the Great Barrier Reef, 
visit the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority’s website or download the QLD 
Fiashing 2.0 app
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https://100magicmiles.com/
https://www2.gbrmpa.gov.au/access/zoning
https://elibrary.gbrmpa.gov.au/jspui/retrieve/dd829c11-a46f-403d-88e9-f0fbc41be5ee/Public_Moorings_GBR_Northern_2019_Bp2225.pdf
https://www.coralseaacademy.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/public-moorings-whitsundays.pdf
https://elibrary.gbrmpa.gov.au/jspui/bitstream/11017/600/25/WEB_Map10_Merge.pdf
https://100magicmiles.com/



